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Request for Grant Acceptance                                  February 5, 2025 
 
 
Motion: School Committee Accepts the grant award as determined by the awarding authority 
for the grant listed below: 
 

Source 
 

Grant/Point Person/Purpose Award Account 
Number/ 
Name 

 
DESE  
 
 
 
 
 
 

FY2025 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Federal 
Special Education Entitlement Grant 

Point Person: Elizabeth O’Connell 

 
$2,339,946.00 

 
3225SE18/FY25 
IDEA Grant 240 

    
 

LINUS J. GUILLORY JR., PhD    SUSAN K. GIVENS, Ed.D. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS    DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 
 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2025/0240/


Account Budget Submission Recommend Change

Revenue 2,693,181 2,339,946 2,339,946 (353,235)

Teacher Salary 12 vs. 0 FTE 1,056,482 0 354,801 701,681

Teacher  Winthrop House (3,1) 246,971 191,761 328,883 (81,912)

Teacher Salary New (3) 0 211,887 0 0

Paraprofessionals - New (3) 0 132,000 0 0

Sectretary 74,889 74,889 74,889 0

Summer Program 450,000 518,137 750,000 (300,000)

Proportionate Share (2) 202,171 202,171 202,171 0

Contracted Service 363,842 450,351 363,842 0

OOD Tuition 0 256,664 0 0

PD Dues/ Memberships 155,394 155,394 155,394 0

Supplies 0 48,483 56,966 (56,966)

MTRS Contribution (4) 143,432 48,208 53,000 90,432

Other Expense 0 50,000 0 0

2,693,181 2,339,946 2,339,946 353,235

FY25 IDEA Grant - Budget vs. Submission



 
Request for Grant Acceptance 

 
FY25 IDEA Grant (240 and 262) 

 
Point Person:  Elizabeth O’Connell  

 
 
FY2024 Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
Source:  Federal Special Education Entitlement Grant 
IDEA 240 
$2,339,946.00 
 
The six key pillars of IDEA are: 

• Parent and Student Participation 
• Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
• Appropriate Evaluation 
• Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
• Least restrictive Environment (LRE) 
• Procedural Safeguards 

 
First and foremost, the Grant will be used to support programmatic and 
paraprofessional staffing costs that address student learning; curriculum design and 
implementation, service delivery, and IEP regulatory obligations.  The expansion 
of the district’s Winthrop House program  for grades 6-8 will be funded through 
the Grant, serving the needs of vulnerable students with significant mental health 
needs in their home community.  For some students, out-of-district programming 
will be required to address their unique needs. The IDEA Grant further provides a 
critical contribution of revenue for contracted services that target unique ways to 
meet the unique needs of children with significant and highly specialized needs.   
 
 
To ensure that children with disabilities receive a free and appropriate public 
education (FAPE), all IEP teams consider, as appropriate, whether or not a child 
needs extended school year services. With the purpose of minimizing substantial 
regression and reduce recoupment time, the Grant supports the provision of 
summer services designed to help each child maintain skills and not lose progress 
made toward IEP goals.   
 



 
The Grant further supports building the capacity of its educators by targeting 
professional development that support a range of general education curricular 
initiatives.  Continuing to set and support rigorous academic standards for all 
students while disrupting educational inequities for underserved students remains a 
priority. Promoting new literacy initiatives supports this vision.  Finally, the Grant 
supports  anti-racist organizational partnerships such as Calculus Project and 
MSAN.    
 
 
FY2024 Early Childhood Special Education Program 
Source:  Federal Entitlement Grant 
IDEA 262 
$50,528.00 
 
 
Supported by the 262 Grant, consultation and targeted professional development 
ensures that preschool and kindergarten-age children (ages 3-5), who receive 
special education services and activities, receive a free and appropriate public 
education (F.A.P.E.) in the District’s early childhood programs.  Consultation and 
services focus on communication, language, and behavioral support in both 1:1 and 
small group settings.  Programming is developed in consultation with parents and 
guardians with a pragmatic focus on increasing a child’s ability to interact 
appropriate and learn within their educational environment, promoting academic 
skills, social play, and activities of daily living.  Funding ensures that eligible 
children are educated alongside their typical peers within their neighborhood 
communities, the least restrictive environment.  
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